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PO BOX 5716
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FEBRUARY 2021

Our Mission Statement
We, the members of St. John's congregation,
promise to share the good news of Jesus Christ
and to love one another through worship and service
in our homes, church, community and the world.
St. John’s Lutheran Church
3597 West Main Street
P.O. Box 5716
Belleville, PA 17004
9:30am Worship
10:45am Sunday School
September through May
Church Office ~ 935-2032
St. John’s Christian Day Care and Preschool ~ 935-2959
E-mail us at stjohnco@embarqmail.com
Website ~ stjohnsbelleville.org

A Prayer for the New Year
In this New Year of the year 2021…
I will strive to be grateful; giving thanks to God who is loving and merciful and provides all that is needed to live.
I will strive to be kind; in thought, word, and deed to everyone I encounter and those I may never meet.
I will strive to be respectful; not only to my family and friends, but to those who think, live, look, sound, and believe differently from
me.
I will strive to be generous; to use what God has given me for the good of others.
I will strive to be forgiving; because harboring anger and hate only tears a person down.
I will strive to be hopeful; trusting the future to God in all circumstances, good or bad.
I will strive to be me; for this is who God created me to be. And I will pray that every human being on earth may care enough to
strive to be all these things and even more.
TEN WAYS TO LOVE
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Listen without interrupting. (Prov 18)
Speak without accusing. (James 1:19)
Give without sparing. (Prov 21:26)
Pray without ceasing. (Col 1:9)
Answer without arguing. (Prov 17:1)

6. Share without pretending. (Eph 4:15)
7. Enjoy without complaint. (Phil 2:14)
8. Trust without wavering. (Cor 13:7)
9. Forgive without punishing. (Colo 3:13)
10. Promise without forgetting. (Prov 13:12)

(my apologies: I can not trace the origin of the poem and ‘ten ways’)

Valentine Moments
You may remember this Biblical ‘Ten Ways to Love’ from last February. [Yes #10 does get more
difficult with age!] I am including it in a letter to Day Care families and wanted to share a version with you too. If any of you are still hunkering down at home looking for something creative
to do I’d love to have some homemade Valentines to put in each of the 35 Day Care family letter
packets. Let me know.

“I have found that the Day Care children love to sing ” Jesus Loves Me.” Jesus always loves
us and will always help us to be more loving. This list of “Ten Ways to Love,” all from the
Bible, are there to help.
Talk about these with your children and grandchildren. Ask them to give examples.
Ask when they have noticed themselves or other people doing or not doing each of these
‘loving actions.’ This will help them (and us) become more aware of what it is to be a
loving person, but be prepared, they might point out something in your behavior too!
Make this a “Valentine moment.” Perhaps a moment for “I’m sorry we haven’t been able
to visit Grams during Covid; I forgive you for being unhappy; I love you so much!” Help
them to learn that love is always there, that Jesus loves them and that you always love
them
We celebrate St. Valentines Day with love knowing we can’t always be saints yet the love
Christ shows us overcomes all obstacles. Happy Saint Valentines Day!“
Pastor Ela

St. John’s Lutheran Church
Pastor – Reverend Ela J. Robertson
Phone 740-338-7123
Organist – Susie Yoo
Sextons – Calvin and Kelly Byler
Church Secretary – Kelly Byler
Office Phone 935-2032
Email us at stjohnco@embarqmail.com

St. John’s Congregational Council
Ed Bilich ~ Treasurer
Joy Byler ~ Secretary
Denise Chester ~ Vice President
Deb French
Carol Fultz ~ President
Susan Lynch
Jami Zook

Term Expires
end of 2021
end of 2022
end of 2021
end of 2022
end of 2023
end of 2021
end of 2022

St. John’s Christian Daycare
and Preschool
Lisa Lingle, Director
Phone 717-935-2959

St. John’s Financial Report
Checking account balance 1/27/21
$ 302,635.41*
January 1 through January 27, 2021
Income $ 8,783.00 Expense $ 11,441.46
Net Income $ -2,658.46
*The checking acct balance includes $290,421.27
from the Gladys Mahady Estate, which we are in the
process of transferring into investments with
Thrivent and Vanguard. An additional $10,000.00
has also be directed to the Emergency Fund savings
account. A detailed report will be shared with the
congregation at the February 28 meeting.

Council Officers and Members for 2021
President ~ Carol Fultz
Vice President ~ Denise Chester
Secretary ~ Joy Byler
Treasurer ~ Ed Bilich
Members ~ Deb French, Sue Lynch and Jami Zook.
There are currently only 7 council members, and
our Constitution states that we are to have no fewer
than 8. If you would be willing to serve the church
in this way, please contact your good shepherd or
one of the council officers/members listed above.

Daycare Financial Report
Checking account balance 1/27/21
$ 31,845.11
January 1 through January 27, 2021
Income $ 13,508.73 Expense $ 13,126.52
Net Income $ 382.21

The congregational meeting is scheduled for
Sunday, February 28 in the sanctuary following our
worship service. Information will be placed in
member mailboxes by Sunday, February 14. If you
would like to have it mailed, please contact your
Good Shepherd or the church office.
Due to the cancellation of the December meeting, the 2021 budgets will be presented for approval,
along with the Audit and 2020 Financial reports.
Due to COVID, committees either did not meet or
only met when needed, so there may not be much in
the way of their reports for last year.
The Property Committee will be discussing
upcoming projects which require congregation
approval.
As promised, council will be reviewing the
results of the questionnaire which was sent out last
fall.
We hope you will plan to attend, as some of the
business cannot be conducted without enough
members for a quorum, which is currently 30.

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE FEB 17, 7PM
Ash Wednesday is February 17 the beginning of Lent! We will have our
traditional service that evening with individual cups of ashes and oil to make
the sign of the cross on ourselves and/or on family members sitting with
us. Through the power of the Holy Spirit the transformative power of this
passage into Lent will not be diminished by our Covid adaptation. This has
been a meaningful service for worshippers the last two years; after this year
it may be even more so. I urge everyone who is able to attend.
Pastor Ela
In person worship continues Sunday mornings
at 9:30am. Please remember to enter the church
through the front doors only. COVID safety
measures are being followed, and an updated list
can be found on the following page.

We all know how challenging it has been for
churches to become creative and find other ways to
conduct worship, but this picture really sums it up.
Even if you cannot be there in-person, your person
can be.

West Kish is once again holding their Ash
Wednesday Prayer Vigil on February 17 from
7:00am to 9:00pm. If you would like to participate,
a sheet will be placed in the narthex to sign-up for
one of the 20 minute slots.
The doors will be open for you to go up into the
sanctuary and pray. Please remember to wear your
mask while in the church.
Those persons wishing to continue attending worship in the parking lot,
are reminded PLEASE park in the back parking lot behind the church, and
tune your radio to 102.3 FM
The greeter(s) will no longer be coming to your car. There is a mailbox
attached the metal basement stair railing which contains the weekly bulletin.
Along side of it is a box for your offering, and another which contains wafer
and juice cups (communion Sundays only). They all have signs posted
on them.

St. John’s COVID In-Person Worship ~ Precautions and Safety Measures
(updated January 2021)

1. Church will be cleaned thoroughly and sprayed with disinfectant following each service.
2. For worship services, members are asked to please enter through the front doors of the church only.
3. Masks are to be worn. Disposable masks are available in the narthex. All other entrances to the
church will remain locked.
4. A greeter(s) will be there with a mask and gloves on. A bulletin will be either handed to you/laid
on the table. Disposable gloves are available on the old altar for use by the greeter(s) and elevator
operator.
5. Members and visitors are asked to use the steps to the right (Belleville side) to enter the sanctuary,
and exit using the stairs to the left (Mechanic St. side).
6. Please sit 6 feet apart from one another, unless you are a family living in the same household, remembering to leave at least one or more pew(s) between you and others.
7. The entire service is printed in the bulletin, including the hymns.
8. Anyone attending is asked to please leave your mask on for the entire service.
9. Offering plates can be found on the front and back pews on the (Mechanic St. side). You may
place your offering in one of them following the service.
10. Volunteers operating the elevator will be required to wear a mask and gloves.
11. Communion ~ for the time being, we will be using the juice and wafer cups. The greeter will hand
one to you the Sundays we celebrate Holy Communion. Trash cans have been placed in the back
pew by the offering plate and in the narthex. Please use these for your empty communion cups,
bulletins and any other items you wish to dispose of.
12. Anyone wearing a coat, can either take it upstairs with them, or hang it in the coatroom.
13. Newsletters and other information is once again being placed in member mailboxes. Anyone
preferring to have their items mailed are asked to please contact the church office or your good
shepherd.
14. Hand sanitizer can be found in the narthex, on the sanctuary windowsills and throughout the
church.

Until further notice, there will be no Sunday school, Social Hour or gatherings of any kind, with the
exception of council and committee meetings.
These restrictions are in place for the safety all. The council would like to thank everyone for your
continued cooperation and willingness to attend worship as we look forward to the day when we can come
together again, without the need for these precautions and measures. If you have any questions or comments,
please contact any council member or Pastor Ela. Thank you!

We are continuing to schedule volunteers to help
with the Sunday morning duties on a monthly basis.
Needed in March are ~

Please keep Pastor Ken Longfield in prayer, as
he had open heart surgery to repair his mitral valve
at Danville on Thursday, January 28. Well-wishes
can be sent to PO Box 127, Reedsville 17084.

Greeters ~ March 14 and 21
Lay Readers ~ March 7, 14, 21 and 28
We are not using the altar flower during lent, so a
volunteer is not needed until Easter Sunday, April 4.
ANYONE willing to help with any of these duties,
is asked to please contact the church office or
your Good Shepherd.

We are now into the time of year when snow, ice
and freezing rain can make Sunday morning travel
difficult. When services are cancelled due to
weather conditions, the good shepherds will contact
members on their lists, it will also be posted on the
church Facebook page, website and included on the
answering machine message.

The volunteers on St. John’s prayer chain are
always available to pray for you or someone you
know. Dorie Remensnyder is the contact person. If
you have a request for prayer, please contact her at
935-2508, or if she is not available, the church office
(2032). When a request is received it is quickly
passed onto others who have expressed a desire to
pray for the concerns brought to them.
Due to confidentiality issues, we ask that you
PLEASE be sure to have permission from the
person/family you are requesting prayer for.
Pray Always.
Do not lose heart.
Persistence in our every
encounter with the divine
will be blessed.

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 17. During this time, we pray and reflect on the love Jesus has
for us. To receive that love...to share it with others...and to live it, each and every day.
The church is again providing two devotionals to choose from. The first, A Season of Grace is large print,
and is written by Seniors for Seniors (not the High School graduating kind). The second, Steadfast Love is
based on the works of Henri Nouwen. Each one is well-written and will be a nice addition to your daily
meditation during this Lenten season.
They will be available in the narthex on Sunday, January 31. Please contact the church office or your
good shepherd if you would like to have one mailed to you.

Devotionals for your Lenten Journey

Daycare News
After reopening in June, the daycare was blessed to have no COVID cases among the staff until December.
At that time the center was closed for thorough cleaning and quarantine per PA Department of Health guidelines for all child-care facilities. After re-opening just before Christmas, two weeks later another staff member
tested positive and we had to close once again. But, in the midst of these challenging and uncertain times we
continue to be blessed, as the families of our children have been extremely understanding and supportive.
When the fears and frustrations that surround COVID surround us, we look to the powerful words of Psalm
91, placing our trust in God’s promises, and pray protection over the children He has placed in our care.
Below and on the next page are three pictures. The first is the inspiring bulletin board found at the bottom
of the basement stairs. Anita Hostetler, who works part-time as a teacher’s aide used over 150 pages of hymns
taken from an old hymnal, to cover the board. It is a reminder that this is not just a daycare, but a Christian
daycare, where the teachers and staff provide a foundation for each child’s faith, teaching them about the
Bible, through word, song and prayer. The second and third come from the bulletin board in the infant room,
done by teacher, Lisa Colpetzer. Each month she showcases the babies in her room in creative and entertaining ways. We are always anxious to see what she has planned next. Look close, and you may recognize
something familiar about the little fellow beside the Christmas tree and on the sled at the top of the hill. He is
William “Liam” Kauffman, son of Sabrina (Boring) and Ben Kauffman.

FEBRUARY SERVICE SCHEDULE

February 7
Elevator: Joe Kanagy
Greeter: Jami Zook
Lay Reader: Jami Zook
Money Counters: John and Denise Chester
Sound System: Ed Bilich
February 14
Elevator: Joe Kanagy
Greeter: Denise Chester
Lay Reader : Ed Bilich
Money Counters: Sue Lynch and Carol Fultz
Sound System: Joe Kanagy
February 21
Elevator: Randy Harshbager
Greeter: Carol Fultz
Lay Reader: John Boring
Money Counters: Jay and Joy Byler
Sound System: Jay Byler
February 28
Elevator: Randy Harshbarger
Greeter: Joy Byler
Lay Reader: Jim Buchanan
Money Counters: Sharon Dancy and Joe Kanagy
Sound System: Jay Byler

Altar Care ~ Sandra Metz
Altar Flower Delivery ~ Jami Zook , February 7
Sue Lynch, February 14
Bulletin Delivery ~ Randy Harshbarger

Please remember:
If you are unable to be present
on your scheduled day,
it is your responsibility,
to find a replacement.
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