
 

 

 

First Sunday of Christmas 

December 29, 2024 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRELUDE 

WELCOME   

ANNOUNCEMENTS   

 

 



 

*CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS 

P   In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

C   Amen 

P   Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and  

       from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by  

       the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you  

       and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our  

       Lord.     

 C   Amen 

 P   If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not  

      in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will  

      forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

 

 P   Most merciful God, 

 C   we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free     

      ourselves.  We have sinned against you in thought, word, and  

      deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

      We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not  

      loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son,  

      Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead  

      us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,  

      to the glory of your holy name.  Amen 

 

P    Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for  

      his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister   

      of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to 

      you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father,  

      and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

C    Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

*HYMN ~ The First Noel                                                                   LBW # 56                               

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

*GREETING 

 P   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the    

       communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C   And also with you.                                                         

 

*KYRIE       

 

 
 



 

*HYMN of PRAISE    

                                                        

 
 

 

 



 

*PRAYER of the DAY ~ (in unison)   

  
   

P  Let us pray… 

     Shine into our hearts the light of your wisdom, O God, and open our minds to  

     the knowledge of  your word, that in all things we may think and act according  

     to your good will and may live  continually in the light of your Son, Jesus  

     Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  one God, now and  

     forever.     

C  Amen 

 

 

LESSONS  

    

Lector:  The First Lesson is from the 1st chapter of 1 Samuel.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            after the reading   

    Lector:  Here ends the reading. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

PSALM 148 ~ read responsively  

 

   R  The splendor of the Lord is over earth and heaven. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

         

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

            after the reading       

Lector:  Here ends the reading. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Lector:  The Second Lesson is from the 3rd chapter of Colossians. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

      after the reading    

   Lector:  Here ends the reading.    

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

 

 
 

 

*Gospel Reading ~   P  The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 1st chapter 

 
After the reading 

 

  P   The Gospel of the Lord    

 
                                                                                                

 



 

MESSAGE     

 

HYMN ~ Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

 

 
 

 



 

*APOSTLES’ CREED 

     I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

    creator of heaven and earth. 

           I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

     and born of the virgin Mary. 

    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell.* 

    On the third day he rose again. 

    He ascended into heaven, 

     and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

   He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

           I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

    the holy catholic Church, 

    the communion of saints, 

    the forgiveness of sins, 

    the resurrection of the body, 

    and the life everlasting. Amen                                 
                                     

 

  OFFERING   

 

*OFFERTORY      

 

 
 



 

 *PRAYERS of INTERCESSION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*THE LORD’S PRAYER 

  P  Let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

     Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy  

       will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and  

       forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead  

       us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and  

       the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen  

 

       

 



 

*THE BLESSING 

   P      The Lord bless you and keep you.  

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

 The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.  

   C Amen     

                                                                                                

*HYMN ~ Go Tell it on the Mountain 

 

 



 

*DISMISSAL   

   P  Go in Peace.  Serve the Lord     

   R  Thanks be to God 

 

  POSTLUDE   

 

Today   

Greeter/Lay Reader: Jami Zook 

Elevator: Joe Kanagy; Sound: Ed Bilich 

 

Next Sunday, January 5   

Comm: Brenda Boring; Greeters: Mike and Michele Harshbarger 

Elevator/Lay Reader: Mike Harshbarger 

Sound: Ed Bilich 

 

Pastor: Rev. Mike Sigler   Ph. # 717-437-7007  

Office Hours ~ Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday   10:00am-Noon  

(Subject to change to accommodate meetings, hospital visits, etc)  

Organist: Rick Cole    

Church Office: 935-2032; Email us secretary@stjohnsbelleville.org 

St. John's Christian Day Care: 935-2959    

 

Our Mission Statement 

We, the members of St. John's congregation, promise to share  

the good news of Jesus Christ, to worship and to love one another  

in our homes, church, community and the world. 

 

 Our Vision Statement 

To be people who are welcoming and encourage God's love in our community 

through our prayer, devotion, benevolence and deeds. 

  

The Altar flowers are given to the Glory of God  

by Jim and Georgianna Buchanan in honor of 

their grandchildren, Noelle and Elliott Dolin.  

  

       Please remember in prayer ~ Patty Loudenslager, Charlie Murphy, Anne 

Peachey, Desa Keiser, Elliana Byler, Samantha Smith, our members ~ Dorie 

Remensnyder (VVH), Reba Harmon (Elmcroft),  Joyce Stuck and Betty Harmon 

(Greenwood Village).     

 

THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S   

TODAY Pastor Doug Pierce preaching/leading worship 

TUESDAY No Bible Study ~ Daycare closing at 1:30pm  

WEDNESDAY New Year’s Day 

NEXT SUNDAY Holy Communion ~ Council installation   

mailto:secretary@stjohnsbelleville.org


 

 

      We welcome Pastor Doug Pierce to St. John’s this morning.  He will be 

preaching and leading our worship service.  Thank you for sharing God’s Word 

with us.           

 

      Pastor Sigler is away through this Thursday.  Pastor Ken Longfield is covering 

for emergencies and can be reached at 717-250-6696, or contact the church office.      

 

      Please note ~ since this is a 5th Sunday month, all loose offering this morning 

will be directed to St. John’s Discretionary Fund.     

 

      The January newsletter can be found in the mailboxes of those members who 

do not receive it by email.  

 

      St. John’s has Meals on Wheels this week and next.  Needed this week are 

cherry pie filling/Tuesday and 5 dozen cookies/Thursday.   If you signed up to 

provide these items please have them at the Community Hall by 9am the day they 

are needed.  Monetary donations for pies and cheesecakes are still needed.  If you 

can help in this way, please see Sue Lynch or the church office.              

            

     Due to the pastor’s vacation, Bible Study will not be held this week. It will 

resume again on January 7.     

 

      There are still a few poinsettias in the sanctuary and narthex including the 

hanging ones.  They all need a good home.  PLEASE feel free to take for 

yourself, deliver to a shut-in, or someone you know who may enjoy having one.               

 

 In the Narthex…   

 

      ~ The 2025 church birthday calendars. Please help yourself. 

 

      ~ Altar Flower sign-ups.  There are still several dates available. The cost 

remains at $40.00.    

    

      ~ The Mitten Tree for your donations of hats, mittens, gloves, scarves and 

slipper socks for children/adults.           

       

      ~ Social hour sign-up for anyone interested in hosting this monthly time of 

fellowship…PLEASE!    

 

   

        

Last week’s attendance ~ 40       Offering ~ $2,405.00 

 

 


