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St. John's Lutheran Church
Belleville, PA

'

“You are Peter, and upown this rock | will butld my chureh.”
(Mt 16:18)

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
August 27, 2023

PRELUDE

WELCOME

Welcome on this last Sunday of August! As we try to squeeze a last bit of summer
activities in before Labor Day we are thankful for the gatherings we have been able
to enjoy that have felt almost ‘back to normal.” As we gather together today let us
remember how important fellowship with God and each other is to our lives, our
Church and the mission of Jesus Christ.

ANNOUNCEMENTS



*GATHERING SONG ~ Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise

Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise
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*GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.

P You are the treasured people of the LORD,
C apeople holy to the LorD our God.

P Keep the words of the LORD in your heart; teach them to your children.

C Talk about them when you are at home and when you are away,
when you lie down and when you rise.

P One does not live by bread alone,

C but by every word that comes from the mouth of the LoORD.



*SCRIPTURE SONG
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*PRAYER of the DAY ~ (in unison)

P The Lord be with you. C And also with you.

P Let us pray...

C O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the
rock of our life. Be our strong foundation and form us into the body of
your Son, that we may gladly minister to all the world, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

THE LESSONS

First Lesson ~ A reading from Isaiah 51:1-6
after the reading

R The word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God.

Psalm 138 ~ with response
Second Lesson ~ A reading from Romans 12:1-8
after the reading

R The word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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*GOSPEL READING
P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 16" chapter.
C Gilory to you, O Lord.
After the reading
P The Gospel of the Lord. C Praise to you, O Christ.

MESSAGE

HYMN ~ When He Cometh
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*RESPONSE to the WORD
P In Christ, you have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation.
C We believe in him and are marked with the seal
of the promised Holy Spirit.
P Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.
C I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.*
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

O O

believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen
Build yourselves up on your most holy faith;
pray in the Holy Spirit.
Keep yourselves in the love of God;
look forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ.
If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:
Everything old has passed away;
behold, everything has become new!
God has given us the ministry of reconciliation.

Therefore, let us be reconciled to God and to one another.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins,
known and unknown, things done and left undone.

Uphold us by your Spirit so that we may live and serve you
in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your holy name;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
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*THE PEACE
P Sisters and brothers, rejoice. Mend your ways, encourage one another, agree
with one another, live in peace.
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

OFFERING ~ you may leave your gifts in one of the offering plates at the end
of the front and back pews on your way out.
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*OFFERTORY PRAYER
P Letus pray.
P God, our Creator,
C you open wide your hand and satisfy the desire of every living creature.
With these gifts we bless you for your tender nurture and care.
Help us to delight in your will and walk in your ways,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

*PRAYERS of the PEOPLE ~ Found in Celebrate
P Confident that God receives our joys and concerns; let us offer our prayers for
the church, those in need, and all of creation
A brief silence.

*LORD’s PRAYER

P Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us:

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily
bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen

*THE BLESSING
P Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
C Amen
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*SENDING SONG ~ Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus

Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus 389
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*DISMISSAL
P Go in Peace. Serve the Lord
R Thanks be to God

*POSTLUDE

Pastor: Reverend Ela J. Robertson Phone 740-338-7123
Music Ministry: Seulki Susie Yoo

Today
Greeter: Volunteer Needed; Lay Reader: Mike Harshbarger

Altar Care: Susan Keller; Sound: Joe Kanagy

Next Sunday, September 3
Greeters: Mike and Michele Harshbarger; Lay Reader: Mike Harshbarger
Altar Care: Georgianna Buchanan; Sound: Joe Kanagy

Church Office: 935-2032; Email us at secretary@stjohnsbelleville.org
St. John's Christian Day Care: 935-2959

Our Mission Statement
We, the members of St. John's congregation, promise to share
the good news of Jesus Christ, to worship and to love one another
in our homes, church, community and the world.

Our Vision Statement
To be people who are welcoming and encourage God's love in our community
through our prayer, devotion, benevolence and deeds.

The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God
by Ruth Baker in loving memory of her parents.

Please remember in prayer ~ Sarah Robertson (neck surgery, Pastor’s niece),
Miriam Williamson, Anne Peachey, Desa Keiser, Elliana Byler, Kyung Sun Yim,
Bob Treaster, Samantha Smith, members ~ Joyce Stuck (Greenwood Village),
Betty Harmon (Celebration Villa) and Don Wolfe (VVH).


mailto:secretary@stjohnsbelleville.org
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FROM the PASTOR

CHURCH ACCESS during week days:

If you are visiting the church when Day Care is in session approx. Monday -
Friday 7AM - 6PM, please drive into and park in the front parking lot; do not drive
through or park in the area behind the back door to the church as during the week it
Is reserved for safe Day Care access to the playground.

Also if you are visiting the church during the week when Day Care is in session do
not let another person in the door with you. They will either use the code for
entrance they have been given as a Day Care parent or staff member, or may ring
the buzzer at the door by the office for someone in the church office or Day Care,
who is expecting them to let them in.

Thank you. We know most of you are aware of this; the reminder helps us all
preserve the security of the church and our Day Care children.

Sneak Preview of Our Town: Big Valley on Tuesday August 29" at

7:00 pm at Kish Innovation Center in Reedsville, PA. Please note, you

do not need to RSVP to attend, but nevertheless, it would be great to know

if you are coming

Come early at 6:30pm for a tour of Kish Innovation Center with our friend
Carolyn Donaldson

Enjoy some tasty popcorn, snacks and beverages provided by Kish Bank
as you watch the Premiere at 7:00pm

Thursday September 7™ Our Town: Big Valley Premiere! Broadcast on
Public Television

WPSU is seeking Phone volunteers for this viewing.

Volunteers will answer phones from Our Town Big Valley supporters. They
will have an easy, scripted form to follow and fill out for each caller. The
Volunteer Coordinator for the evening will train everyone on what to expect.
It's easy & rewarding and | hope you will join us!

VOLUNTEERS: Please arrive by 7:30 pm so you can enjoy food from
Reedsville Creamery and Hostetler’s Country Market and cold soda
while we hold a brief training session.



https://www.mykish.com/about-kish/the-kish-innovation-center/
https://www.mykish.com/about-kish/the-kish-innovation-center/
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Thank you to everyone who donated supplies and back packs. School begins
on Wednesday, and your donations will help families who cannot readily afford
these needed items for their children.

LOOKING AHEAD

Monday, September 4 ~ Labor Day, Office and Daycare closed
Thursday, September 7 ~ 9:30am Knotting resumes in the blue room
Thursday, September 14 ~ 6:30pm Council meeting

Sunday, September 24 ~ Adult SS class resumes in the blue room
Sunday, October 1 ~ Blanket Sunday

January 1 thru August 23, 2023
Last week’s attendance ~ 46 Offering ~ $2,086.00

St. John’s ~ Income $168,965.87 Expense $ 177,186.44
Net Income $ - 8,220.57*

Daycare ~ Income $ 208,433.00  Expense $ 223,507.93
Net Income - $15,074.93*
* June was a 3-pay period month



