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*HYMN ~ Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain
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Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain
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1 Come,you faith - ful, raise the strain Of tri - um-phant glad - ness!
2 °Tis the spring of souls to-day: Christ has burst his pris - on,
3 Now the queen of sea-sons, bright With the day of splen - dor,
4 For to- dajf a - mong the twelve Christ ap - peared, be - stow - ing
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God hasbrought his Is - ra -el In - to joy from sad - ness,
And from three days’sleep in death As a sun has ris - en;
With the roy - al feast of feasts Comes its  joy to ren - der;
His deep peace,which ev - er-more Pass - es hu - man know - ing.
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Loosed from  Pha-raoh’s bit - ter yoke

All the win - ter of our sins,
Comes to  glad - den faith-ful hearts
Nei - ther could the gates of death,

Ja. - cob’ssons anddaugh - ters,
Long  and dark, is fly - ing
Which  with true af - fec - tion

Nor the tomb’s dark por - tal,
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April 16, 2023

*CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS
P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen
P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and
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from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our
Lord.

Amen

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not
in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead
us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your holy name. Amen

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for
his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister
of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to
you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father,
and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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I peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, letus pray to  the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra- cious Lord. A - men
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We wor- ship you,
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we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo- ry.
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Lord Je - sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa- ther, Lord God, Lamb of God:
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You are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa- ther;

re- ceive our prayer.
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For you a-lone
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*PRAYER of the DAY ~ (in unison)
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P The Lord be with you. And al - so with you.

P Let us pray...
Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe and the hope of
those who doubt, may we, who have not seen, have faith in you and receive the
fullness of Christ's blessing, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

LESSONS

First Lesson ~ A reading from Acts 2:14, 22-32
after the reading

R The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

Psalm 16 ~ with response

Second Lesson ~ A reading from 1 Peter 1:3-9
after the reading

R The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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words of e- ter - nal life. Al-le-lu - ja. Al-le-Iu - ia.

Gospel Reading ~ P The Holy Gospel according to John the 20™ chapter.
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Glo - ry to you, 0O Lord.

The Gospel is read. After the reading

P The Gospel of the Lord
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C] Praise to  you, 0 Christ.

MESSAGE
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HYMN ~ Thine is the Glory
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LBW # 145

Thine Is the Glory
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1 Thine is the glo - ry, Ris - en, con-quring Son; End -less is the
2 Lo, Je-susmeets thee, Ris-en from the tomb! Lov-ing-1ly he
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Rolled the stone a - way, Kept the fold - ed grave - clothes
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Where thy bod - y lay.
Death hath lost its sting! Thine is theglo - ry, Ris - en, con-qu’ring Son;
To  thy home a-bove.
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April 16, 2023
*APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.*

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen

*PRAYERS of the PEOPLE ~ See Celebrate
P United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the
world, and all in need.
A brief silence

P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
C Amen

*THE PEACE
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.
The peace is shared

OFFERING ~ You may place your gifts in one of the offering plates at the end
of the front and back pews on your way out.
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*OFFERTORY
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pres- ence, and give wus a fore-taste of the feast to come.
*OFFERTORY PRAYER

P Let us pray. Merciful Father,

C we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given
us--ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your
gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered
himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
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It is right to give him thanks

* PREFACE

and praise.
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Ho-1ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord,

God of pow’r and might:
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P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,

and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all
to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed
for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

The Lord's Prayer
P Let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen

COMMUNION
Invitation to Communion:

P

OovQO T

0

Partake of the banquet, for all is now ready, taste and see that the Lord is good.

The Bread of Life. The body of Christ, given for you;

Amen.

The Cup of the Covenant: the blood of Christ, shed for you.

Amen.

(After all are seated)

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace.

Amen.
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*POST COMMUNION CANTICLE
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shouts of thanks- giv- ing. Al-le - lu - ia. Al-le - Iu ia.

*POST COMMUNION PRAYER

P Let us pray.

P We give you thanks, almighty God, that you refresh us through
the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy
you would strengthen us, through this gift, in faith toward you and in

fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
C Amen

*THE BLESSING
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
C Amen
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*HYMN ~ The Strife Is O ’er, the Battle Done

The Strife Is Oer, the Battle Done

April 16, 2023
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1 The strife is oer, the bat - tle done; Now is the vic - tor’s
2 Thepowrs of death have done  their worst, But Christtheir le - gions
3 The three sad days have quick - ly sped, He ris-es glo - rious
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5 Lord, by the stripes which wounded you,
From death’s sting free your servants too,
That we may live and sing to you.

Alleluia!

tri - umphwon! Now be the song of praise be -gun. Al -le - lu - ia!
has  dis-persed.Letshoutsof ho-1ly joy  out-burst. Al -le - lu - ia!
from the dead. All glo-ry to our ris - en head! Al-le - lu - ia!
por - tals fell. Lethymnsof praisehis tri - umph tell. Al -le - lu - ia!
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*DISMISSAL
P Go in Peace. Serve the Lord
R Thanks be to God

POSTLUDE

Pastor: Reverend Ela J. Robertson Phone 740-338-7123
Organist: Seulki Susie Yoo

Today
Altar Care: Joy Byler; Greeters: Don and Rosalie Smith

Lay Reader: Ed Bilich; Sound: Jay Byler

Next Sunday, April 23
Altar Care: Joy Byler; Greeters: Jay and Joy Byler
Lay Reader: Jami Zook; Sound: Jay Byler

Church Office: 935-2032; Email us at secretary@stjohnsbelleville.org
St. John’s Christian Day Care: 935-2959

Our Mission Statement
We, the members of St. John s congregation, promise to share
the good news of Jesus Christ, to worship and to love one another
in our homes, church, community and the world.

Our Vision Statement
To be people who are welcoming and encourage God'’s love in our community
through our prayer, devotion, benevolence and deeds.

FROM the PASTOR

A special thanks to everyone who attended and brought family on Easter. It was a
wonderful gathering of fellowship, worship, communion and song in celebration of
new life in Christ. Hallelujah!

Much appreciation for all the multi-colored flowers!

Thank you to Jami and Natalie for organizing and assisting with the Children's
Easter presentations and to Susi for choosing the song and coaching the children’s
choir. A precious gift to us all.

Thank you to John and Brenda for the annual chocolate peanut butter Easter eggs -
Ymmm.
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From the office of the Bishop:
We encourage smaller congregations to elect voting members to the Upper
Susquehanna Assembly - Jun 16-17 at Susquehanna University.
We will spend some of our time in discussion about providing for ministry and
pastoral care in creative ways that address our current realities.
Early bird registration is April 15. Talk to Pastor Ela for further information
and/or if you feel called to this important service.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Property Committee will be meeting tomorrow evening at 6:30pm in the
blue room. All members are encouraged to attend.

The knotters are in need of full/queen sheets to use as comfort backs or
patches. If you have any in good clean condition, please place them on the counter
in the blue room.

April 15 is the early registration deadline for Camp Mt. Luther. A $30
discount is given for all early registrants. The St. Johns council has determined
they will help any camper who would like to attend, relatives and neighbors of
congregants, and day care families.

Encourage children you know! We all know what a difference being out in
Nature with God and learning and living the Gospel stories can make to a child’s
life!

January 1 thru April 13, 2023
Last week’s attendance ~57  Offering ~ $ 1,495.00

St. John’s ~ Income $ 48,015.15 Expense $ 54,642.30
Net Income $ -6,627.15

Daycare ~ Income $110,127.51 Expense $110,918.85
Net Income - $791.34



