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 St. John's Lutheran Church 

Palm Sunday/The Passion of Our Lord 

April 2, 2023 

 

 
Painting: Entry into Jerusalem .  

Lorenzetti, Pietro, active 1320-1348  

 

PRELUDE 

 Congregants who are able will meet in the Narthex, line up on both stairways, and  

 hear the ‘Liturgy of the Palms’ from the back of the sanctuary.  Then when organ  

 procession music starts we will process down the center aisle waving palms in  

 wide broad arcs to proclaim Christ’s entry into Jerusalem and into our sanctuary  

 today.  You will then circle back to your seat.  Congregants who are not in  

 the procession may move to the center aisle of their row and wave their palms.  

  

 READING:  Liturgy of Palms Matthew 21:1-110 (read from back of sanctuary)   

 

 PROCESSION with PALMS ~ Page 1 of celebrate 

 

https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/diglib-fulldisplay.pl?SID=20230328237783341&code=ACT&RC=55432&Row=6
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  WELCOME   

   Blessed is the coming kingdom.  Hosanna in the highest!  We welcome all here  

   on Palm Sunday this 6
th
 Sunday of Lent leading into Holy Week.  

 

  ANNOUNCEMENTS     

 

*HYMN ~ All Glory, Laud and Honor    verses 1, 3 and 4         LBW # 108                                         
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REFLECTION on Festival of the Palms, Passion Sunday and Holy Week  

 

*CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS 

P   In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

C   Amen 

P   Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and  

       from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by  

       the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you  

       and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our  

       Lord.     

 C   Amen 

 P   If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not  

      in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will  

      forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

 

 P   Most merciful God, 

 C   we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free     

      ourselves.  We have sinned against you in thought, word, and  

      deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

      We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not  

      loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son,  

      Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead  

      us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,  

      to the glory of your holy name.  Amen 

 

P    Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for  

      his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister   

      of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to 

      you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father,  

      and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

C    Amen 

 

 P   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the    

       communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C   And also with you.              
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*KYRIE 
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*HYMN of  PRAISE  
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*PRAYER of the DAY ~ (in unison)    

 
  P  Let us pray… 

      Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord 

      Jesus Christ to take on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your  

      mercy enable us to share in his obedience to your will and in the glorious  

      victory of his resurrection, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  

      one God, now and forever.  Amen 

 

LESSONS    

*First Lesson ~ A reading from Isaiah 50:4-9  

              after the reading    

  R  The word of the Lord.     

C Thanks be to God.  
 

*Psalm 31:9-16 ~ with response 

 

*Second Lesson ~ A reading from Philippians 2:5-11 

                  after the reading    

  R  The word of the Lord.     

  C  Thanks be to God.  

 

P: The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew   

   (taken from Matthew 26 and 27)                                                                                                                                                                                      

                                                                                                                       

HOMILY 
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*HYMN ~ Love Divine, All Loves Excelling                                        LBW # 315 

 

 
 

                                                                         Continued on next page 
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*PRAYERS of the PEOPLE ~ See Celebrate 

   P   Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, 

        and all of creation. 

                                          A brief silence 

                                                                                                                                     

P  Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

     your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.   

C  Amen  

 

*THE PEACE  

   P  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

   C  And also with you.      

                                                 The peace is shared 

 

  OFFERING ~ You may place your gifts in one of the offering plates at the end  

  of the front and back pews on your way out.   
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*OFFERTORY 

 
 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER 

  P   Let us pray. Merciful Father, 

  C   we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given 

        us--ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your  

        gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered  

        himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen    
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*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
 

* PREFACE for PASSION SUNDAY  
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   P  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,  

        and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

       Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the  

       remembrance of me. 

 

       Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all  

       to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed   

       for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the  

       remembrance of me. 

 

The Lord's Prayer  

 P  Let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

    Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom  

     come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day  

     our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who  

     trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from  

     evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever  

     and ever.  Amen  

   

 

COMMUNION 

Invitation to Communion: 
P    Partake of the banquet, for all is now ready, taste and see that the Lord is good. 

 

P   The Bread of Life. The body of Christ, given for you;  

C   Amen.   

P    The Cup of the Covenant: the blood of Christ, shed for you.   

C   Amen.  
      (After all are seated)  

P   May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and     

      keep you in his grace.   

C   Amen.   
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*POST COMMUNION CANTICLE 

 
 

*POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

 P  Let us pray. 

 P  We give you thanks, almighty God, that you refresh us through 

      the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy  

      you would strengthen us, through this gift, in faith toward you and in 

      fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 C  Amen 
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*CHARGE  

 

*BLESSING  

  P   Almighty God, Father, +Son and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.  

  C  Amen   

 

*HYMN ~ Ride On, Ride On in Majesty     Verses 1-3 

                                                                     

 
 

 

*DISMISSAL   
   P  Go in Peace.  Serve the Lord     

   R  Thanks be to God. 

 

 POSTLUDE 

 

Pastor: Reverend Ela J. Robertson   Phone 740-338-7123 

Organist: Seulki Susie Yoo   
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Today 
Altar Care: Joy Byler; Greeters: Erica Hargenrader and Nancy Penepacker 

Lay Reader: Erica Hargenrader; Sound: Ed Bilich 

 

Next Sunday, April 9 ~ Easter 

Altar Care: Joy Byler; Greeters: John and Denise Chester 

Lay Reader: John Chester; Sound: Joe Kanagy 

 

Church Office: 935-2032; Email us at secretary@stjohnsbelleville.org 

St. John’s Christian Day Care: 935-2959  

 

Our Mission Statement 

We, the members of St. John’s congregation, promise to share  

the good news of Jesus Christ, to worship and to love one another  

in our homes, church, community and the world. 

 

Our Vision Statement 
To be people who are welcoming and encourage God’s love in our community 

through our prayer, devotion, benevolence and deeds.  

 

       Please remember in prayer ~ Miriam Williamson, Anne Peachey, Desa Keiser, 

Elliana Byler, Kyung Sun Yim, Bob Treaster, Samantha Smith, our members ~ 

Joyce Stuck (Greenwood Village), Betty Harmon (Celebration Villa) and Don 

Wolfe (VVH).    

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

      Today we move from the joyous entry of Jesus into Jerusalem to the events 

which take us to the foot of the cross.  Join us for Maundy Thursday worship, 7pm 

here at St. John’s and Good Friday Tenebrae, 7pm at West Kish, as we finish our 

Lenten journey and look to the joy of the Resurrection on Easter Sunday.      

 

      The April newsletter can be found in the mailboxes of those persons who do 

not receive it by email.  

 

      Thank you very much for your expressions of sympathy, for prayers, cards, 

phone calls and all acts of kindness since the death of my brother, Don F. Smith.   

 

                                                                            Edna S. Chester 

 

   TODAY is the last day to place Easter flowers.  Forms were included in the 

newsletter and extras can be found in the narthex.  Thank you!! 

 

mailto:secretary@stjohnsbelleville.org
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      The offering for this week’s Maundy Thursday service will be directed to St. 

John’s Discretionary Fund.   

 

      April 15 is the early registration deadline for Camp Mt. Luther.  A $30 

discount is given for all early registrants.  The St. Johns council has determined 

they will help any camper who would like to attend, relatives and neighbors of 

congregants, and day care families.  

      Encourage children you know!  We all know what a difference being out in 

Nature with God and learning and living the Gospel stories can make to a child’s 

life! = 

 

 

 

January 1 thru March 29, 2023 

Last week’s attendance ~ 25      Offering ~ $1,430.00   

 

St. John’s ~ Income $ 44,135.57   Expense $ 45,926.75 

Net Income $ -1,791.18 

  

Daycare ~ Income $ 96,420.49   Expense $ 94,842.31 

Net Income $ 1,578.18 

 

 


