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 St. John's Lutheran Church 

 Fifth Sunday in Lent 

March 26, 2023  

 

 

 

 
  

 

 PRELUDE   

 WELCOME    

 ANNOUNCEMENTS   
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HYMN ~ What Wondrous Love Is This                                        LBW # 385    
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*CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS 

P   In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

C   Amen 

P   Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and  

       from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by  

       the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you  

       and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our  

       Lord.     

 C   Amen 

 P   If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not  

      in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will  

      forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

 

 P   Most merciful God, 

 C   we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free     

      ourselves.  We have sinned against you in thought, word, and  

      deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

      We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not  

      loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son,  

      Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead  

      us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,  

      to the glory of your holy name.  Amen 

 

P    Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for  

      his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister   

      of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to 

      you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father,  

      and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

C    Amen 

 

 P   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the    

       communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C   And also with you.                                                                                    
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*KYRIE 
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*HYMN of  PRAISE  
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*PRAYER of the DAY ~ (in unison)    

 
  P  Let us pray… 

      Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death.  

      Breathe upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in  

      Christ and serve you in righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our  

      Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,  

      now and forever.  Amen. 

 

LESSONS    

*First Lesson ~ A reading from Ezekiel 37:1-14  

              after the reading    

  R  The word of the Lord.     

C Thanks be to God.  

 

*Psalm 130 ~ with response 

 

*Second Lesson ~ A reading from Romans 8:6-11 

                  after the reading    

  R  The word of the Lord.     

  C  Thanks be to God.  

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

 
 

 

Gospel Reading ~   P   The Holy Gospel according to John the 11
th

 chapter. 
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  The Gospel is read. After the reading   

 

 P   The Gospel of the Lord                                                                                                                                  

                                                                                                                       

 
 

MESSAGE     
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*HYMN ~ Beneath the Cross of Jesus                                           LBW # 107    
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 *APOSTLES’ CREED 

     I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

    creator of heaven and earth. 

           I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

     and born of the virgin Mary. 

    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell.* 

    On the third day he rose again. 

    He ascended into heaven, 

     and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

   He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

           I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

    the holy catholic Church, 

    the communion of saints, 

    the forgiveness of sins, 

    the resurrection of the body, 

    and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

 

*PRAYERS of the PEOPLE ~ See Celebrate 

   P   Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, 

        and all of creation. 

                                          A brief silence 

                                                                                                                                     

P  Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

     your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.   

C  Amen  

 

*THE PEACE  

   P  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

   C  And also with you.      

                                                 The peace is shared 

 

 

  OFFERING ~ You may place your gifts in one of the offering plates at the end  

  of the front and back pews on your way out.   
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*OFFERTORY 

 
 

 

 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER 

  P   Let us pray. Merciful Father, 

  C   we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given 

        us--ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your  

        gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered  

        himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen    
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*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
 

* PREFACE   
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   P  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,  

        and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

       Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the  

       remembrance of me. 

 

       Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all  

       to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed   

       for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the  

       remembrance of me. 

 

The Lord's Prayer  

 P  Let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

    Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom  

     come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day  

     our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who  

     trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from  

     evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever  

     and ever.  Amen  

   

 

COMMUNION 

Invitation to Communion: 
P    Partake of the banquet, for all is now ready, taste and see that the Lord is good. 

 

P   The Bread of Life. The body of Christ, given for you;  

C   Amen.   

P    The Cup of the Covenant: the blood of Christ, shed for you.   

C   Amen.  
      (After all are seated)  

P   May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and     

      keep you in his grace.   

C   Amen.   
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*POST COMMUNION CANTICLE 

 
 

*POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

 P  Let us pray. 

 P  We give you thanks, almighty God, that you refresh us through 

      the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy  

      you would strengthen us, through this gift, in faith toward you and in 

      fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 C  Amen 
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*BLESSING  

  P   Almighty God, Father, +Son and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.  

  C  Amen   

 

 

*HYMN ~ Jesus, the Very Thought of You                                      LBW # 316                                       

 

 
 

*DISMISSAL   

   P  Go in Peace.  Serve the Lord     

   R  Thanks be to God. 

 

 POSTLUDE 
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Pastor: Reverend Ela J. Robertson   Phone 740-338-7123 

Organist: Seulki Susie Yoo   

 

Today 

Altar Care: Brenda Boring;  Lay Reader: Joe Kanagy; 

Sound: Jay Byler 

 

Next Sunday, April 2 ~ Palm Sunday  

Altar Care: Joy Byler; Greeters: Erica Hargenrader and Nancy Penepacker 

Lay Reader: Erica Hargenrader; Sound: Ed Bilich 

 

Church Office: 935-2032; Email us at secretary@stjohnsbelleville.org 

St. John’s Christian Day Care: 935-2959  

 

Our Mission Statement 

We, the members of St. John’s congregation, promise to share  

the good news of Jesus Christ, to worship and to love one another  

in our homes, church, community and the world. 

 

Our Vision Statement 
To be people who are welcoming and encourage God’s love in our community 

through our prayer, devotion, benevolence and deeds.  

 

       Please remember in prayer ~ Miriam Williamson, Anne Peachey, Desa Keiser, 

Elliana Byler, Kyung Sun Yim, Bob Treaster, Samantha Smith, our members ~ 

Joyce Stuck (Greenwood Village), Betty Harmon (Celebration Villa) and Don 

Wolfe (VVH).    

  
 

FROM the PASTOR  
  

 

CAMP MOUNT LUTHER  

Early Deadline: Register for summer camp at Mount Luther by midnight on April 

15, 2023, to get a discount on your summer camp registration! Or, if you bring a 

friend who has never been there, you can get 25% off your registration fee. 

Program information and registration at www.campmountluther.org. 

 

Holy Week Services ~ April 6, Maundy Thursday 7pm at St. John’s, and April 7, 

Good Friday 7pm at West Kish.  

 

 

 

mailto:secretary@stjohnsbelleville.org
https://uss-elca.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d95b031da3f683b9838313b44&id=e4248ec017&e=0cb6c261db
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

      The Lenten offering envelope found in your boxes for last week is being 

directed to ELCA Disaster Relief and World Hunger.  
  

      “Spring Fundraiser Dinner to benefit the Central PA Clinic for Special Children 

and Adults.  April 1
st
 at Locust Grove Mennonite Church.  Doors open at 5:30pm. 

At 6pm an Amish wedding-style meal will be served. Call 935-2065 to make 

reservations.” 

      A fundraiser concert for the clinic featuring Joe Bonson and Coffee Run is also 

being held at Kish Valley Grace Brethren Church, Reedsville on Sunday, March 6 

from 5-7pm.    

 

 

January 1 thru March 22, 2023 

Last week’s attendance ~ 23      Offering ~ $1,610.00    

 

St. John’s ~ Income $ 38,958.57   Expense $ 41,422.75  

Net Income $ -2,464.18 

  

Daycare ~ Income $ 83,709.72    Expense $ 84,229.46 

Net Income $ 680.26 

 
 

 


