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St. John's Lutheran Church 

First Sunday of Christmas 

Feast of St. Stephen 

December 26, 2021 
  

 
 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Welcome today as we imagine ourselves gathering in the parlor by the Christmas 

tree to share words of hope and songs of joy. Rather than a message or sermon 

today we will sing and hear the stories of some of the carols we have not had a 

chance to sing on our Advent Sundays.  If there are any you’d rather choose or like 

to add that’s fine too.  The verses we will sing will be announced with each song.  
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CAROL:  Oh Christmas Tree  
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WELCOME (from the celebrate)  
 Today we, like Samuel and Jesus, have returned to the house of God to  
 learn from and enjoy ourselves with others celebrating God who has given  
 us the Christ child, and gifted us with a savior.  As the festival continues,  
 ‘let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts.’ It is Christmas, still.  
 

CAROL:  What Child is This  
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GREETING 

December 26 also celebrates the ‘Feast of Stephen’ when Good King 
Wenceslas went out into the snow to save a soul from the cold . . . (the story 
of the carol.) 
 

CAROL:  Good King Wenceslas   
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PRAYERS (please read aloud parts in bold)  

In this season celebrating the shortening of the night and the lengthening of the 

light let us celebrate the opportunities of darkness and light in our own lives, the 

opportunity of darkness as a time to hibernate, rest, restore prepare for spring, the 

opportunity of the light to look into our own darkness and realign our lives with 

Christ.  

God of the gift of dark and light:  

In this season, make us short on grumpy thoughts,  

long on sharing of words of gentleness and encouragement  
Make us short on being rushed, long on attentiveness 

Make us short on only seeing what’s right before us,  

long on peering into the horizon.  
Make us short on out-of-control to-do lists, long on savoring kindness. 

Make us short on overlooking the dark sky, long on gazing at the twinkling stars  

Make us short on tradition as a habit, long on re-owning and re-creating.  

Make us short on ignoring the hungry, long on bringing delicious meals. 

Make us short on rushing, long on wondering and pondering.  

Make us short on walking past those sleeping in the cold, 

long on sharing blankets and hot tea.  
Make us short on longing for what’s next, 

and long on savoring what we cannot yet see.   
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CAROL:  Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming  

 

 
 

 

On the first Sunday of Christmas we find in our readings the boy Samuel 

and the young Jesus, both in the temple, each a rose growing in wisdom. 

May we grow in wisdom as we hear the Word in song and scripture today.  
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FIRST READING: 1 Samuel 2:18-20,26 

 

SECOND READING: Luke 2:41-52  

 

CAROL: The Twelve Days of Christmas 

 

On the first day of Christmas, My true love gave to me,  

A partridge in a pear tree. 

 

On the second day of Christmas, My true love gave to me, 

Two turtle-doves and a partridge in a pear tree. 

 

On the third day of Christmas, My true love gave to me, 

Three French hens, Two turtle-doves 

and a partridge in a pear tree 

 

On the fourth day of Christmas, My true love gave to me,  

Four calling birds, Three French hens, Two turtle-doves 

and a partridge in a pear tree. 

 

On the fifth day of Christmas, My true love gave to me, 

Five golden rings,  

Four calling birds Three French hens, Two turtle-doves 

and a partridge in a pear tree. 

 

On the sixth day of Christmas, My true love gave to me,  

Six geese a laying, 

 Five golden rings,  

Four calling birds, Three French hens, Two turtle-doves 

and a partridge in a pear tree. 

 

On the seventh day of Christmas, My true love gave to me, 

Seven swans a swimming, Six geese a-laying, 

Five golden rings,  

Four calling birds Three French hens, Two turtle-doves 

and a partridge in a pear tree. 

 

On the eighth day of Christmas, My true love gave to me, 

Eight maids a milking, Seven swans a swimming, Six geese a-laying, 

Five golden rings,   

Four calling birds, Three French hens, Two turtle-doves 

and a partridge in a pear tree. 

 

                                                                                        Continued 
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On the ninth day of Christmas, My true love gave to me,  

Nine ladies dancing, Eight maids a-milking, 

Seven swans a-swimming, Six geese a-laying, 

Five golden rings,   

Four calling birds, Three French hens, Two turtle-doves 

and a partridge in a pear tree. 

 

On the tenth day of Christmas, My true love gave to me, 

Ten lords a-leaping, Nine ladies dancing 

Eight maids a-milking, Seven swans a-swimming, Six geese a-laying 

 Five golden rings,   

Four calling birds, Three French hens, Two turtle-doves 

and a partridge in a pear tree. 

 

On the 11th day of Christmas, My true love sent to me 

Eleven pipers piping, Ten lords a-leaping 

Nine ladies dancing, Eight maids a-milking, 

Seven swans a-swimming, Six geese a-laying, 

Five golden rings,   

Four calling birds, Three French hens, Two turtle-doves 

and a partridge in a pear tree. 

 

On the 12th day of Christmas, My true love gave to me, 

Twelve drummers drumming, Eleven pipers piping, 

Ten lords a-leaping, Nine ladies dancing, 

Eight maids a-milking, Seven swans a-swimming, Six geese a-laying, 

Five golden rings,   

Four calling birds, Three French hens, Two turtle-doves 

and a partridge in a pear tree. 
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CAROLS of ANGELS: Story of the Carol, Singing the Carol 

 

It Came upon the Midnight Clear 
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Hark the Herald Angels Sing 
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Angels We Have Heard on High 

 
 

 

 

 



December 26, 2021      12 

 

SENDING SONG: Go Tell it on the Mountain  
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BLESSING  

 

POSTLUDE   

  
 

Pastor: Reverend Ela J. Robertson   Phone 740-338-7123 

Organist: Seulki Susie Yoo 

Church Office: 935-2032 Email us at secretary@stjohnsbelleville.org      

St. John's Christian Day Care: 935-2959  

 

Today 

Greeters: Jay and Joy Byler; Lay Reader: John Boring 

 

Next Sunday, January 2 

Greeter: VOLUNTEER NEEDED; Lay Reader: Ed Bilich 

 

Our Mission Statement 

We, the members of St. John's congregation, promise to share  

the good news of Jesus Christ, to worship and to love one another  

in our homes, church, community and the world. 

 

Our Vision Statement 
To be people who are welcoming and encourage God's love in our community 

through our prayer, devotion, benevolence and deeds.  

 

 

The Altar flowers are given to the Glory of God by  

by Kathy Elliott, Alan “Butch” Shaffer, Kelly Winters and families, 

in loving memory of Eugene and Shirley Shaffer. 

  

      Please remember in prayer ~ Don F. Smith, Camden Peachey (grandchild of 

Regina Peachey) Susan Keller, Scott Plank, Steve Rodgers, Steve Weikel, Stacey 

Spicher, Kim Aumiller, Samantha Smith, our members ~ Joyce Stuck (Ohesson), 

Vivian Plank , Betty Harmon (Elmcroft), Ev Young (Zion Home, Lititz), Pastor 

Kramm, Don Wolfe, Carol Yoder (VVH).      

 

 

FROM the PASTOR 

 

UPCOMING SERVICES 

January 2 - Epiphany celebrated.  The visit of the Three Kings.   Communion  

January 9 - Baptism of the Lord, Remembering our Baptism, a service of Healing 

and Wholeness.   Communion   

mailto:secretary@stjohnsbelleville.org
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ANNOUNCEMENTS   

 

      Reminder to all council members ~ Installation will be held next Sunday, 

during worship.  You are asked to remain for the brief meeting following the 

service. 

 

      Volunteers are needed to help with Sunday morning duties.  PLEASE 

prayerfully consider serving our church in this way.  The sign-up can be found on 

the table in the narthex.  In January ~ Greeter for next Sunday, Altar Care, 

Altar Flower and Bulletin Delivery. 
 

      As we all know, on the night of December 10, a devastating outbreak of more 

than 30 tornadoes swept through six states.  If you would like to donate towards 

the relief effort, Disaster Relief envelopes are available in the narthex, or you can 

notate “Tornados” on your check or envelope.     

 

      There are still several dates available to place altar flowers.  At this time, the 

cost is still $40.00.  If interested, please call or sign-up in the narthex.   

       

      The 2022 offering envelopes are available in member mailboxes, and  

the 2022 birthday calendars are available in the narthex.  There is no charge for the 

calendars.  Please feel free to deliver the envelopes to a church family member, 

who may not be here to pick theirs up.          

           

            

January 1 thru December 23, 2021 

 

Last week’s attendance ~ 30   Offering ~ $1,255.00  

St. John’s ~ Income $202,091.54   Expense $201,671.97    

Net Income $419.57 

  

Daycare ~ Income $323,630.24  Expense $308,284.16      

Net Income $15,346.08    


