ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
Belleville, PA

Christmas Eve
December 24, 2020
Parking Lot Service
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PRELUDE
WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS
Though we may never picture it, on the long trek to Bethlehem, some must have encountered
wind, and rain yet nothing stopped them. They came to praise and worship anyway without a car
or canopy to shelter them. We don’t know what to expect this Christmas Eve; we do know that
God is with us, Jesus will enter our hearts and the faith of the people of St. John’s and the Holy
Spirit will make worship possible and special one way or another. Even if it’s rained on, the
parade to praise at the crèche will go on.
At a couple of points in the service you will be asked to shine the light - flick on your car lights (don’t forget to turn them off later though). Before Silent Night we will also light our battery
candles or a candle you bring .
We continue to practice safety precautions with mask wearing if outside your cars.
GREETING: In the name of the Father, and of the Son + and of the Holy Spirit let us worship
God
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OPENING HYMN ~ Verse 1
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PRAYER ~ Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light.
Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to
the brightness of his glory; through your only Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

The Light of Christ
HYMN ~All verses

4

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLES:
Tonight we light the Christ Candle in the center of the wreath. We light it for Christ the center of
our life, the center of our Hope, Peace, Joy and Love. Hallelujah
We lift the light of Hope. (we light the first purple candle) (Chime)
We lift the light of Peace. (we light the next purple candle clockwise)
We lift the light of Joy (we light the pink candle )
We lift the light of Love (we light the last purple candle)
We lift the light of Christ. (we light the Christ Candle)
LESSON: Isaiah 9:2-7
Pastor: With the prophet Isaiah, we proclaim the promise of God:
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; (Shine your lights )
those who lived in a land of deep darkness on them light has shined. (Shine your lights)
Special Music: Susie Yoo
Pastor: For unto us a son is given, and the government shall rest upon his shoulders, and his
name shall be called:
Choir and people: (sing out or speak out triumphantly)
Wonderful . . . Counselor . . . the mighty God. . .
the everlasting Father. . .the Prince of Peace.
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The Birth of Christ
HYMN ~ One time instrumental then sing Verse 1
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The Revelation of Christ
HYMN ~ Verses 1 and 4
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GOSPEL: Luke 2:9-10
Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and
they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you
good news of great joy for all the people:
MESSAGE: From Fear to Joy

The Journey to Christ
HYMN ~ All verses
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The Love of Christ
HYMN ~ All Verses
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The Peace of Christ
P The true light that enlightens everyone has come into the world.
C Glory to God in the Highest!
P Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good
works and glorify your Father, in heaven.
C On earth peace, good will toward all peoples!
Candlelighting - Silent Night will be sung after all the candles are lit.
HYMN ~ All verses

10

BENEDICTION
P Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, keep you in His light and truth and love now
and forever. C Amen
The candles are extinguished.

The Joy of Christ
CLOSING HYMN ~ All Verses
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POSTLUDE ~ Verse 1 and refrain
We wish you a Merry Christmas, We wish you a Merry Christmas,
We wish you a Merry Christmas, and a Happy New Year.
Good tidings we bring to you and your kin,
We wish you a Merry Christmas, and a Happy New Year.

SYNOD NEWS
Musicians and leaders from around the Synod participate in our parking lot service
Sunday Dec 27.
The season of Christmas extends from Christmas Eve through Epiphany. The first Sunday of
Christmas, that Sunday between Christmas and New Years at our church is often devoted to lots
of carol singing. This year we have the opportunity to share, through our parking lot service,
music broadcast from choirs and special musicians around the Synod as well as hearing from
leaders and lay leaders. At the last Synod Assembly one of the priorities that were set was
greater collaboration and cooperation between the churches. Some conferences have joined
choirs for special occasions and collaborated in special worship services during the year. One of
the blessings of Covid will be the opportunity to hear their voices and enjoy their music in this
service.
The Synod assembly is still looking for lay members to be representatives to the Assembly
which this year will be held by Zoom. A great opportunity to participate without having to travel
from home.
A special Christmas program of the message of the season through Carols and Art of the nativity
from previous concerts given by Pastor Ela and Bill will be available for all to view at the
Facebook page @SynodofTrinity. A program by jazz preacher/pianist, Bill Carter is also
available for viewing.
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