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PRELUDE 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Again today and through Advent we will be delving into the rich source of advent hymns in the 

first twenty or so pages of the LBW.   The reformed faith sets these hymns aside specifically for 

Advent intending to hold off on the traditional Christmas hymns until Christmas comes.  In the 

last fifty years many of these beautiful Advent hymns have been neglected or forgotten as we 

give into pushing the Christmas season into Thanksgiving.  They shouldnôt be though for they 

convey the deep need in the human condition for the messiah, the expectant hope, the promise of 

peace, the experience of joy in all the love that God gives through Christ incarnate.   

 

So whether you sing along to familiar carols or just listen as you follow the words of songs 

youôve never heard before I hope you will take this opportunity to appreciate the faithful heritage 

of advent hymns in our denominations. Through them we prepare the way for Christôs advent 

into the world and into our lives.   
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*HYMN ~ verses 1and 4  
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*CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS 

P   In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

C   Amen 

P   Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and  

       from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by  

       the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you  

       and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our  

       Lord.     

 C   Amen 

 P   If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not  

      in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will  

      forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

 

 P   Most merciful God, 

 C   we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free     

      ourselves.  We have sinned against you in thought, word, and  

      deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

      We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not  

      loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son,  

      Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead  

      us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,  

      to the glory of your holy name.  Amen 

 

P    Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for  

      his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister   

      of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to 

      you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father,  

      and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

C    Amen 

 

 P   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the    

       communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C   And also with you. 
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*KYRIE          
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HYMN of PRAISE - spoken   

 

*PRAYER of the DAY  ~ (in unison)   

  
  P  Let us prayé 

      Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his  

      coming strengthen us to serve you with purified lives; through Jesus Christ, our  

      Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,  

      now and forever.  Amen.   

 

 LESSONS    

*First Lesson ~ A reading from Isaiah 40:1-11 

                 after the reading    

  R  The word of the Lord.    C Thanks be to God.  

 

*Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 ~ with response 

 

*Second Lesson ~ A reading from 2 Peter 3:8-15 

                  after the reading    

 R  The word of the Lord.  C Thanks be to God.  

 

LIGHTING  the ADVENT  CANDLES  

 

Heavenly Father, You are the God who gives us peace. This second week of Advent causes us to 

remember that because of Jesus,  regardless of our circumstances or our situations, you offer us 

peace that passes understanding. Keep us in perfect peace as we stay alert to Hope and the truth 

of your powerful love. 

 

We lift the light of Hope    

 

We lift the light of Peace.   

 

(If you are lighting candles of an Advent Wreath at home you will light the second purple candle 

today.)    
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HYMN  ~ verses 1, 2,4              
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    

 
 

Gospel Reading ~   P  The Holy Gospel according to Mark the 1
st
 chapter. 

 

 
                                                                            

 
                                                                                                                      

The Gospel is read. After the reading 

   P   The Gospel of the Lord    

                                                                                                                              
                                                                                                                       

MESSAGE   
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*HYMN  ~ verses 1, 2 and 3 
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*APOSTLESô CREED 

     I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

    creator of heaven and earth. 

           I  believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

     and born of the virgin  Mary.  

    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell.*  

    On the third  day he rose again. 

    He ascended into heaven, 

     and is seated at the right  hand of the Father. 

   He will  come again to judge the living and the dead. 

           I  believe in the Holy Spirit,  

    the holy catholic Church, 

    the communion of saints, 

    the forgiveness of sins, 

    the resurrection of the body, 

    and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

 

*PRAYERS of the PEOPLE ~ See Celebrate 

   P   God of power and might, comfort your people and come quickly to this weary  

         world.  Hear our prayers for everyone in need.  

                                       A brief silence. 

        

*PEACE 

  P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

  C And also with  you. 

                        The peace is shared 

 

OFFERING  ~ Your gifts may given to the volunteers or mailed to the church  

                          office.  

                                                                                                                            

*OFFERTORY  PRAYER 

  P   Let us pray. Merciful Father, 

  C   we offer with  joy and thanksgiving what you have first  given 

        us--ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your  

        gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered  

        himself for us, Jesus Christ  our Lord.   Amen   
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 *GREAT  THANKSGIVING   (spoken) 

 
   

 

The Preface for Advent  

 


