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Fourth Sunday of Easter 

May 3, 2020 

CALL TO WORSHIP: The bells of St. John’s 

WELCOME ~ This is Rev. Ela Robertson pastor at St. John’s Lutheran and 

West Kish Presbyterian in Belleville, PA.  We joyously ring in our worship with 

the bells of St. Johns, welcoming all listeners to this service on the 4th Sunday 

in the Easter Season. Through the Holy Spirit, let us invite Christ into our hearts 

through our worship over the air waves today.                                              



PRAYER OF THE DAY    

O God, our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to safety 

through the valleys of death. Guide us by your voice that we may walk in cer-

tainty and security to the joyous feast prepared in your house, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

LESSONS and PSALM (you are encouraged to read these in your celebrate, 

bulletin or Bible before the service.) 

Acts 2:42-47 (read before service)  

Psalm 23; refrain Ps. 23:1  

1 Peter 2:19-25 (read before service)  

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ~ (sung by Lisa Griffith)              

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia, alleluia.      

                                                               

HOLY GOSPEL  

  P  The Holy Gospel according to John 10:1-10 

  C  Glory to you, O Lord.      

       (after the reading) 

  P  The Gospel of the Lord.     C  Praise to you, O Christ. 

  

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

Loving God, we pray that your Holy Spirit will strengthen us to be devoted to 

the teachings of your Word, that through it we may hear your voice and fol-

low it into eternal life. Amen. 

 

MESSAGE ~ The Good Shepherd in all of us        Rev. Ela J. Robertson  

        This 4th Sunday after Easter is the Sunday when we often find Psalm 23 

in the lectionary readings along with New Testament selections where Jesus 

is portrayed as a shepherd, the Good Shepherd. It is a time to focus on prayer 

and reliance on God.  There are stained glass windows portraying the shep-

herd and the sheep in both the West Kish and St. John’s sanctuaries. It is an 

image that even a three or four year old can point to and say “that’s Jesus!”  

It is no coincidence, perhaps, that these readings of the shepherd fall during 

lambing season in rural areas like Big Valley.  There’s a place close to Belle-

ville where the new lambs and goats and their respective parents congregate 

on a small cliff face that could easily pose as a backdrop for a 1st century bi-

ble story. You can sometimes see a rambunctious new lamb scampering up 

the rocks and finding itself on a low jutting precipice not sure how to get 

down, bleating “what now, where do I go, how’d I get myself into this, I’m 

stuck, help me!” The shepherd, the good shepherd, hearing its voice would 

climb up, gently shoulder the lamb and carry it down to safety.  

CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS 

L: Friends, in as much as God is our shepherd, let us not fear, but confess   

     our sin that God may restore our souls. 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

 All: Holy One, we confess to you and to one another that we have not  

         always followed Christ’s example.  When we have been judged we  

         have judged others, when others are needy we have hoarded, if we  

         have felt abused, we have been abusive in return, if others have not  

         reached out we have closed off, when others have made decisions we  

         disagree with we have tried to turn over the cart to get our way.    

         We have gone astray. Lead us back into your fold and guard our  

         souls in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

L: Friends, the promise of our faith is that if we entrust ourselves to the  

     One who judges justly, we need not feel threatened, for we will be  

     returned to righteousness. By God’s grace we are forgiven. 

     Thanks be to God. AMEN 

 

KYRIE ~ (sung by Lisa Griffith)   

P: Kyrie Eleison       Lord Have Mercy  

P: Christe Eleison    Christ Have Mercy  

P: Kyrie Eleison       Lord Have Mercy 

 

THE PEACE  

L: Having been brought back into the safety of God’s fold, let us share our  

     peace with one another. The peace of the Lord be with you always!  

C: And also with you.  

Let us extend the peace, to the North, South, East and West, beyond the 

walls of our homes and into the world. 

 

GREETING  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE  

Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest; glory to God, 

glory to God, and peace to God’s people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we 

give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 

Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest; glory to God, 

glory to God, and peace to God’s people on earth, and peace to God’s   

people on earth. 



 As the Psalm says he would led the sheep to green pastures, not just a place of 

rest or a vision of heaven but a place that offers an assurance of nurturance, a 

place to be fed; and to still waters, not a roaring current where a thirsty sheep 

could easily lose footing and be swept away but still waters, an oasis, a pool for 

life giving water.  

        It’s useful to understand that through history and across cultures there are 

basically two styles of shepherding.  One is usually known as the western 

method. Out in California it looks like a western, ranch hands on horseback   

and yipping protective sheep dogs coming behind the herd of nameless sheep, 

corralling them forward towards the fields or pens where they’ll be fed.  

        The other is generally known as the Eastern method. It is still in practice 

today as it likely was in Jesus’ time, where the lone shepherd leads the sheep, 

where their voice urges them forward, where the rod and staff keep them from 

going off the path or too far off on their own. We hear Jesus describe this in 

John 10:3 and 4 “…the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name 

and leads them …. he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow ..because they 

know his voice.” Another practice apparently was to lay down at the foot of the 

gate. Thieves or preying animals would be detected, keeping the sheep safe 

through the darkness.  Through the night, the shepherd becomes both gate and 

gatekeeper, safekeeping who or what will go in or out.  During the day the shep-

herd leads them, calls them, attends to their needs, and gets to know them.  

        I’ve been trying to honor stay at home precautions so I work at home and 

go in to the office just once a week.  Kelly, our office administrator and ‘you 

name it person’ at St. John’s goes in every day to, among other chores, tend to 

the Day Care pet turtle.   With the school closed, it has like us, been in isolation.  

Kelly says, and I believe it’s true, that ‘LJ’, the turtle, who likes to lay at her 

feet, also knows her voice. LJ seems to know her as the shepherd who will open 

its pen and let him out for a slothful scamper, feed him and will always be there 

for him. 

        One of the first things I hoped for when we found ourselves in the new 

Covid-19 reality was that both churches would activate a Good Shepherd list.  

LJ, the turtle wasn’t on the list but got lucky I guess. Each member of Session, 

Council or Deacons adopted a number of the members to shepherd, to check in 

on, to call and talk with, even hear their bleats and blahs, share how things are 

going with them, hear prayer requests to forward to the pastor or just pray with 

them right there.  

         The reports I hear from these interactions are that the ‘sheep’ have been 

offering as much inspiration, optimism, spiritual encouragement as the 

‘shepherds.’ All who are followers are also leaders, also shepherding.  This is 

the way a congregation should be and never more true than now.  

        This can be a time of dark valleys; we can carry hope and see the light at 

the end of the tunnel but don’t know how long the tunnel is.  We need to be 

walking this journey with the support of others and leaning together on God.  

While the Covid crisis has been the impetus for more on-line and phone         

call interactions we can’t let it be a smoke screen for the diversity of human 

challenges - physical, emotional, financial and spiritual -  that are ever present 

and even complicated by this situation 

        The staff and faculty at Pittsburgh Seminary have put together a list    

made available through the ELCA called “Praying with others through the 

Challenges of Life.”  As shepherds, knowing a person’s name also means    

hearing or sensing what their challenges are and opening the gate to listening 

and prayer.  I would like to read through these with a few comments.  While I 

do, I would like each of you to listen for topics that have been issues of concern 

for you and those near to you, or those you shepherd.  Listen also for issues of 

concern and mission that you hold close to your heart.  Let each topic, like a 

droplet falling into a pool, reverberate with a prayer to God for yourself and 

others.   

 

I will start with those at the front of our consciousness in this time:  

  Crisis, National issues and tragedies; Uncertainty about the Future;  

 Anxiety  Financial distress; Job loss; Discouragement; Depression;  

Internet abuse 

 Illness and Healing; Family problems; Bereavement; Personal tragedy; 

Suicide 

 Pregnancy issues; Discernment; Adoption  

 Relationships strained and broken; Forgiveness; Anger and violence; 

Abuse suffered;  

 Homelessness; Incarceration; Injustice; Oppression; Persecution;     

Prejudice  

 Conflict and control; Mental illness; Murder and terrorism; Sin;      

Temptation 

 Global Church issues; Doubt/Uncertainty about Faith; Dying without 

knowing God  

 

The shepherd knows the sheep, knows the dangers they face, protects them, 

guides them on the right path, replenishes them with green pastures and still, 

baptismal water.  

 

Christ lives and knows each one of us by name, knows each challenge we face.   

Christ died so that we may know joy abundantly.  As disciples, we hear his 

voice and follow. We too become shepherds, listening to one another and with 

faith, placing our own and other’s burdens upon the shoulders of God in prayer.   

Thanks be to God. Amen  
   

HYMN ~ “The King of Love, My Shepherd Is”  vs. 1,4,6           

     



OFFERTORY (you may submit your offering by mail, drop it off at the 

church or include it your automatic bill paying program from your bank.)  

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Merciful God, 

Our ordinary gifts seem small for such a celebration, but you make of them an 

abundance, just as you do with our lives. Amen 

 

Special Music:  “The Lamb” by R. Vaughan Williams    

                                                                Lisa Griffith, Bill Cullingford                         

 Enjoy this music as you read the Apostles Creed and gather for prayer.    

 

Words to ‘The Lamb’ by R. Vaughn Williams  

Sung today by Lisa Griffith, accompanied by Bill Cullingford on oboe 

 

Little Lamb who made thee, 

Dost thou know who made thee? 

Gave them life and bid them feed 

By the stream and o’er the mead.  

Gave thee clothing of delight 

Softest clothing wooly bright. 

Gave thee such a tender voice  

Making all the vales rejoice . 

Little Lamb who made thee? 

Dost thou know who made thee? 

 

Little Lamb I’ll tell thee. 

He is called by Thy name.  

For He calls himself a Lamb. 

He is meek and He is mild.  

He became a little child 

I a child as thou a lamb  

We are called by his name. 

Little Lamb God Bless Thee, 

Little Lamb God Bless Thee. RVW  

  

  

 

  



       

 

 

   

Please read the APOSTLES CREED at home- Proclaiming our Faith  

APOSTLES CREED   

          I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of     

          heaven and earth.       

     I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord.           

         He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

          and born of the virgin Mary.   He suffered under 

          Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was    

          buried. He descended into Hell.  On the third day 

          he rose again.  He ascended into heaven, and is  

          seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will  

          come again to judge the living and the dead. 

      I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic  

          Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness  

          of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life   

          everlasting.   Amen.  

 

PRAYERS of the CHURCH ~ see celebrate insert and our updated 

prayer request list on the back of the bulletin.  

  

THE LORD’S PRAYER  (at home)  

    Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy     

     kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

     Give us today our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses  

     as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into  

     temptation,  but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,  

     and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

CHARGE  

Devote yourself to the teachings of the gospel, to your prayers and to our 

worldwide Christian fellowship day by day, for they will lead you to a 

glad and generous heart.  

 

BLESSING  

May the God who calls us by name lead you out to green pastures and 

lead you in to the safety of Christ’s fold.  

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you now and forever.    Amen. 

 

We conclude and sign off with our last Hymn 

HYMN ~ “Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us”    All 4 verses                

  

        Our worship team this morning includes, John Boring - lector,  

Lisa Griffith - soprano as our cantor, John Haubrick at the organ, and             

William Cullingford,  recording tech and special music on oboe and  

Celtic whistle.     

 

        Parts of our liturgy today are adapted from Kimberly Bracken Long. 

Feasting on the Word Worship Companion: Liturgies for Year A, Volume 1: 

Advent through Pentecost Westminster John Knox Press. Kindle Edition.  

and the ELCA from the Book of Common Worship.   



       The denominational leaders are advising churches on possible stage             

yellow transition plans, and our council/session will be discerning how best        

to proceed at our May meeting.  Pastor would really like people to let us        

know your personal thoughts on whether or when you would feel safe            

gathering together for worship in the sanctuary.  Please let your Good           

Shepherd know when they contact you again.  

 

Help people and ministries affected by 
COVID-19 

GIVE THROUGH YOUR CONGREGATION 
Make checks payable to your congregation; write your designation 
(“ELCA COVID-19 Response Fund”) in the memo line. 
 

 

         

        

 Pastor: Reverend Ela J. Robertson   Phone 740-338-7123 

Church Office: 935-2032 Email us at stjohnco@embarqmail.com       

St. John's Christian Day Care: 935-2959  

 

       Please remember in prayer ~  Jane Cullen, Mary Byler (at VV, mother 

of Jay Byler),  Audrey Michael, Sally Shingler (in VVH), Donna Snook (in 

a nursing facility under Hospice care) sisters of Lucy Magda, Kim Aumil-

ler, Ev Young, Samantha Smith, our members ~ Betty Harmon (Elmcroft), 

Carol Yoder, Diddy Cleck, Betty Smith, Nancy Aumiller.   

      Pray for sons and daughters of people in our parish who are active in 

chaplaincy, as teachers, as hospital workers, in law enforcement and Na-

tional Guard – at risk, yet serving the public in this crisis.  

      We have known for generations what an impact a person can have in 

our lives, in positive ways through their teaching, kind gestures and words, 

attentiveness to our needs, on our health and the health of our community. 
 

      We continue to air our Sunday worship at 10:30am on radio stations  

AM 670 or FM 92.9 or biglewie.com.  Scroll down and click on ‘Listen’. 
   
            St. John’s is ringing its bell (approx. 10:15am) every Sunday morn-

ing before our radio worship service begins.  Open a window or step out-

side and listen for its beautiful toll.    

 

      Church office hours ~ 8:00am – 1:00pm Monday’s and Thursday’s.  

Your offering can be mailed to P.O. Box 5716 or place it in the mail slot 

found in the side door leading into the coatroom area off the narthex.  

 

      An ecumenical group is gathering in their cars at Lewistown Hospital 

once a week to pray and offer encouragement to the hospital workers.  A 

leader of the group will collect donations of goodies, etc., for hospital staff.  

These cannot be homemade, only individually wrapped items.  If anybody 

would like to donate money or items to this drive, they can be dropped off 

in the library or church office. 

 

     As we are recording music for hymns we have not been able to have 

someone actually sing them.  We hope in the near future, with social       

distancing, to record at the organ here at St. John’s.  Anyone willing to   

sing the hymns can contact Pastor Ela or John Haubrick.     

 

mailto:stjohnco@embarqmail.com
http://biglewie.com





