Angel at the tomb
Stain glass window St. John’s Lutheran Church

Third Sunday of Easter
April 26, 2020

Welcome to this service on the 3rd Sunday in the Easter Season.
Through the Holy Spirit, let us invite Christ into our hearts through our
worship at home and over the air waves today. Our first hymn is Hallelujah!
Jesus Lives printed in your bulletin which may also be accessed at the West
Kish Presbyterian web page.
We will be singing verses 1, 3 and 5

CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS
L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who forgives all our sin and whose
mercy endures forever. God of tender mercy, steadfast love and loving
kindness, come to the help of your people, in this time. Give us the
power of your Holy spirit that we may confront injustice in the world,
confess shortcomings and failings in our own lives, receive your
forgiveness, and grow in to the fullness of Jesus Christ our Savior and
Lord. Amen
C: Gracious God have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us
our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we
have failed to do. Turn us again to You and uphold us by your
Spirit so that we may live and serve you in newness of life, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
L: God who is rich in mercy holds us in steadfast love. By God’s grace
we are forgiven
C: Thanks be to God. Amen
KYRIE
P: Kyrie Eleison
Lord Have Mercy
P: Christe Eleison
Christ Have Mercy
P: Kyrie Eleison
Lord Have Mercy
THE PEACE
L: The peace of the Lord be with you always
C: And also with you.
Let us extend the peace, to the North, South, East and West, beyond the
walls of our homes and into the world.
GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
CANTICLE OF PRAISE
Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest; glory to God,
glory to God, and peace to God’s people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we
give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest; glory to God,
glory to God, and peace to God’s people on earth, and peace to God’s
people on earth.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, your Son makes himself known to all his disciples in the breaking of bread. Open the eyes of our faith, that we may see him in his redeeming work, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.
LESSONS and PSALM (you are encouraged to read these in your
celebrate, bulletin or Bible before the service)
A reading from Genesis 7:1,10, 22-24, Genesis 8:4-12, 14-15
And the Lord said unto Noah, Come thou and all thy house into the
ark; for thee have I seen righteous before me in this generation.
And it came to pass after seven days, that the waters of the flood were
upon the earth.
All in whose nostrils was the breath of life, of all that was in the dry
land, died. . . and Noah only remained alive, and they that were with him in
the ark.
And the waters swelled upon the earth a hundred and fifty days.
And God made a wind blow over the earth, …and the waters gradually receded from the earth.
Then he (Noah) sent out the dove from him, to see if the waters had
subsided from the face of the ground; but the dove found no place to set its
foot, and it returned to him to the ark, for the waters were still on the face of
the whole earth. So he put out his hand and took it and brought it into the ark
with him.
He waited another seven days, and again he sent out the dove from
the ark; and the dove came back to him in the evening, and there in its beak
was a freshly plucked olive leaf; so Noah knew that the waters had subsided
from the earth.
Then he waited another seven days, and sent out the dove; and it did
not return to him any more.
In the six hundred first year, in the first month, on the first day of the
month, the waters were dried up from the earth; and Noah removed the covering of the ark, and looked, and saw that the face of the ground was drying.
In the second month, on the twenty-seventh day of the month, the
earth was dry. Then God said to Noah, “Go out of the ark,..
Here ends the reading. Amen
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ~ sung by Lisa Griffith
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia, alleluia
PSALM 116:1-4, 12-14

HOLY GOSPEL
P The Holy Gospel according to John 24:13-35
C Glory to you, O Lord.
(after the reading)
P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.
MESSAGE and Music Meditation: The Crown’s Lament
Rev. Ela J. Robertson
In a recent stream from the office of the Lutheran church, Bishop Eaton
urged us to keep our eyes open and to notice where Jesus is showing up in the
midst of this crisis. Luke’s story of the road to Emmaus is about exactly that.
Jesus is showing up in the lives of two disciples as they walk toward Emmaus.
Scholars are not sure who they are, two men or perhaps a man and a woman,
they both are so focused on the news of a recent disaster, which ironically is
about Jesus, that they don’t even recognize him! They tell of a vision of angels
who said Jesus is alive. Yet they don’t see that he is alive right there next to
them on the road, with them on their journey.
It is not until they share a meal that they recognize him in the breaking and
blessing of the Bread. How much have we been missing community, missing
fellowship, and how much, for many of us, have we been missing communion,
sharing the bread and the cup as the body of Christ, the church. Even without
sharing communion together as the church we can continue to notice other ways
Christ is showing up in our lives and in the world, other ways we can respond to
need and suffering with Christ’s love, other ways that bring us into communion
with strangers on the road. We do not have to wait for this.
This is one of the messages that stands out for me in this reading from Luke
today. There are two others. One is in the simple expression - “these days”
“Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that
have taken place there in these days?” (Luke 24:18) The crucifixion, death
and resurrection of Jesus marked time in an unexplainable and definitive way
that they can only express as “these days.” ‘These days’, ‘in this time’ are
expressions at home in Biblical literature but they are not usually heard in our
everyday language.
However, with the advent of the Covid crisis they are suddenly in the news
casts, in our conversations, in common parlance. We don’t yet know the beginning and ending of ‘these days or this time’ but we know it is epic, life meddling, life forfeiting and life changing for all who prevail. We know that this
time will bring, as many now say, “a new normal, a new.” This was true as well
for that time in Jerusalem when Jesus brought a new life, a new law, a new love
that few could even then grasp.

The other verse that stands out for me in this reading is Luke 2:27:“Then
beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he (Jesus) interpreted to them the
things about himself in all the scriptures.” We know that for the people of
Jesus’ time most of what they knew as the scriptures, we now know as the Old
or First Testament. There are some religious traditions that only preach out of
the New Testament. I have had people ask me to do the same and I wish I had
thought of giving them this quote at the time, Jesus pointing to his story, the
gospel story laid out in the Old Testament.
Jesus wants to help them know him, help them understand, He himself
asserts that the groundwork for the gospel story, the explanation of the events
of his life, death and resurrection that they were experiencing are all there,
proclaimed in their scriptures. Noah lived perhaps thousands of years before
Moses, so the story of the Flood may not be included in the examples Jesus was
referring to, however, even here, I see a message of salvation, of Christ’s
peace.
As I wandered through the dappled light in an empty sanctuary that first
Sunday of the shut down, the center window featuring a dove descending with
an olive branch in its beak, spoke to me. It immediately brought to my mind
the dove sent out from Noah’s ark, the dove who returns with the olive branch,
bringing good news of new life after the flood. I couldn’t help thinking:
“Aren’t we all like Noah closed up in our own little arks?” Aren’t we all waiting for the good news that the flood tide of the corona virus has abated and we
can safely step out into the world again?
Eagerness to restart our lives and concerns for community safety may clash
and even take on political tones as we try to discern what God wants for us and
from us. In the Genesis story the rain continued 150 days, when it stopped they
had already been in the ark five months. “Oh, goodness,” we think, in only
week five of our own isolation, “let’s stop that comparison right here! When
will those peaks appear? ”
It wasn’t until about two-and-a-half months after the rains stopped that
those on the ark were able to see the highest peaks in the region appear and
the ark came to rest on massive mountains of Ararat. The floods continued to
abate until by the 10th month lower peaks in the range began to appear. But
the pervasive flood water still filled the valleys, they still could not leave the
ark and be assured of survival, know that they could work, plant and harvest,
feed their flocks.
They waited another 40 days, before Noah sent out the dove to bring news,
an assessment of whether it was possible for them to disembark soon. But
after seven days the dove having found no place to set foot on earth, returned to
the Ark - and this is my favorite part of the story- Noah extended his arm and
lovingly brought it in again. Noah is hopeful, Noah is eager to begin the new
life that God has prepared for them. Noah is also patient and tender toward the
dove who brings news he would rather not have.

Waiting another seven days he sent out the dove again and that evening
it brought back an olive leaf, sign of new life at least in the tree tops. And
still Noah waited. I ask myself, how much is this like God the Father waiting for the right time, the appointed time to send the son? How much is
this relationship between Noah and the dove and the hopeful news it brings,
like humanity waiting for the Messiah, waiting for the Peace on earth that
the savior will bring? How much does this narrative of waiting and hope
prepare us for the very truth Christ is helping his disciples to understand in
Luke?
It is another seven days before Noah sends out the dove again. It did
not come back and it is assumed it found footing, a place to nest, to rest
to build a new life on earth. Symbolically, we could say the Holy Spirit
prepared the way. And yet - and we are all getting a little impatient with
this now as we overlay our own ‘flood’ upon this story - it is another
two-and-a-half months before God says, “Go now out of the ark”, and
they went out into the world to create a new life. More than a thousand
years later Jesus, as in Luke, is speaking to his disciples, he now has set
foot on earth, lived, taught and died on earth to bring the Peace of Christ,
the peace of his presence here and in eternal life.
There is another stained glass window at West Kish showing an olive
or palm branch and a lamp sitting on top of a large book, probably a Bible.
These items symbolize the Peace, the Word of Christ, wisdom and light.
As I held Curbside Church the first two weeks of the stay at home order,
asking for prayer requests of congregants who stood in their front door
while I greeted them from their yard or driveway, several offered the
prayer “that this would just be over with.” When I looked at that Aladdinlike lamp in that window, I just wanted to grab the lamp, rub it, have three
wishes and yes, “just make all this be over.”
Yet, Noah persevered, and with the help of God we continue to persevere. We do not have an Aladdin’s lamp or three wishes but we do have
prayer. Let us use this time of music to delve into prayer recognizing the
seriousness of this time, the stress, the loss, the hopes and dreams. Let us
realize that God laments with us while the great tenderness, of the living
Christ, is with us always.
This piece is indeed a lament and appropriate that we will follow it
with the hymn “Joyful, Joyful” introduced in Beethoven’s 9th with the
words “O friends, no more these sounds! Let us sing more cheerful songs,
more full of joy! Joy, bright spark of divinity.” Let us embrace both the
reality of suffering and the joy of the resurrection in this time of meditation
and prayer.
HYMN ~ “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”

All verses

OFFERTORY (you may submit your offering by mail, drop it off at the
church or include it your automatic bill paying program from your bank.)
OFFERTORY PRAYER
Merciful God, our ordinary gifts seem small for such a celebration, but
you make of them abundance, just as you do with our lives. Amen.
APOSTLES CREED - Proclaiming our Faith

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of
heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried. He descended into Hell. On the third day
he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will
come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS of the CHURCH ~ see celebrate insert.
Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join
the people of God in all times and places in praying for the church, the
world, and all who are in need.
In the words of General Presbyter Joy Kaufmann as we strive to
survive this strange time in our world's history. We grieve with those
who have lost loved ones. We pray for those who are sick. We pray
protection for those who are vulnerable. We give praise to the one who
reigns on the Throne.
Forgive us for broken systems we have inherited and that we continue
to perpetuate. Restrain the nations from fighting over or hoarding limited
resources, restrain and redeem us from those using the vulnerability of
this pandemic as an opportunity for untruths, slander, terrorism and
violence.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

For all who call upon your healing name, give rest. Stay with us, and walk
with all those who are hungry, friendless, despairing, and desiring healing in
body and spirit.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer
We pray especially today for Steve Metzger after his truck accident, for Glenn
and Anne Peachey as they travel home from Florida, for Jean and Larry’s
daughter and for family members of those in this parish and around the world
who are serving in hospitals, public service and essential businesses. We pray
for those emotionally and financially impacted by the pandemic. Be with all
those in Valley View and other residencies isolated from visits from friends and
family and especially those in fragile conditions that may continue to know your
strength, encouragement and love. Extend your hand, enter our rooms that we
may receive your love and hope.
With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we
pray into your eternal care; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison)
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
BENEDICTION
May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead raise you to new life, fill you
with hope, and turn your mourning into dancing. Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son,
and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen.
SENDING HYMN ~ “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing”

Our worship team this morning includes:
Rev. Ela J. Robertson
Ed Bilich and Matt Waddell ~ readers
Lisa Griffith ~ cantor
John Haubrick ~ organ
William Cullingford ~ recording tech.
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Pastor: Reverend Ela J. Robertson Phone 740-338-7123
Church Office: 935-2032 Email us at stjohnco@embarqmail.com
St. John's Christian Day Care: 935-2959
Please remember in prayer ~ Terry and Rosalie Long and family as they
continue to grieve the recent death of their son, Zach; Audrey Michael, Sally
Shingler (now at Valley View), Donna Snook (now in a nursing facility under
Hospice care) , (sisters of Lucy Magda and Nancy Aumiller, all dealing with
health concerns); Kim Aumiller, Ev Young, Samantha Smith, our members ~
Betty Harmon (Elmcroft), Carol Yoder, Diddy Cleck, Betty Smith, Nancy
Aumiller (VVH).
We continue to air our Sunday worship at 10:30am on radio stations
AM 670 or FM 92.9. The service may also be streamed on your phone or
computer at biglewie.com. Scroll down and click on ‘Listen’.
St. John’s is ringing its bell (approx. 10:15am) every Sunday morning before
our radio worship service begins. Open a window or step outside and listen for
its beautiful toll.
Church office hours ~ 8:00am – 1:00pm Monday’s and Thursday’s. Your
offering can be mailed to P.O. Box 5716 or place it in the mail slot found in the
side door leading into the coatroom area off the narthex.
The ELCA provides ministry to its members, to those who are hurting and
searching for peace, and to those in need. To continue this important work, the
church needs your help.
With congregations and ministries across the country, and a network of
companion churches and partners in over 70 countries around the world, we
anticipate this crisis will affect us all. In the United States, unemployment has
soared. We see rising demands on our food pantries, homeless shelters and
social services. Around the world, millions of people living in poverty are
facing this pandemic without reliable access to sanitation and health care.
Now is a time when we need one another. Now is a time to live and act as
faithful people of God.
You can help by supporting your congregation and making a gift to the
ELCAʼs COVID-19 Response Fund. Your donation will provide funds to the
ministries of the ELCA most in need and best positioned to help. This includes
our congregations as well as local and churchwide ministries capable of reaching and assisting those in need.

