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Welcome as we join together in spirit to worship our Lord and pray for our world. In the name of the Father,
Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.
Confession and Forgiveness
P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen
P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our
Lord.
C Amen
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not
in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.
P Most merciful God,
C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead
us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your holy name. Amen
P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you,
and for his sake God forgives you all your sins, To those who believe
in Jesus Christ he gives the power to become the children of God and
bestows on them the Holy Spirit.
C Amen
Kyrie
A In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
C Lord, have mercy.
A For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
C Lord, have mercy.
A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church
of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
C Lord, have mercy.
A For this holy house, and for all who offer here and at home their
worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
C Lord, have mercy.
A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
C Amen

Prayer of the Day
(Prayers and lessons can be found on the Celebrate insert)
.
Lessons and Psalm
Gospel Acclamation
Return to the Lord, your God, for he is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love,
and abounding in steadfast love.
Holy Gospel
P The Holy Gospel according to John the ninth chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
(after the reading)
P The Gospel of the Lord. C Praise to you, O Christ.
Message ~ Rev. Ela J. Robertson
Have all of you had the opportunity to read or listen to the Bible readings for today? I hope
so. If not take some time now and in the spirit of the practice of Lectio Divina or ‘Dwelling in the
Word’ ask yourself two questions: What stands out as speaking to me today? and What stands out as
speaking to the world today?
Go ahead. I really want you to have your own thoughts before I offer mine.
The core of the Bible readings for Lent help us to understand the nature of the Spirit and the
nature of the mortal being. They ask, “What is Life and what is Death.” and they point us toward the
celebration of the Easter mystery that Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ is alive.
The readings for today explore even more pointedly, “What is Death in Life?”
Ezekiel’s’ vision of the Valley of Dry bones is a graphic illustration of this. The prophet is speaking
to the Israelites in exile, driven away from their land to Babylon which he likens as a grave. They
are isolated from everything they knew as their life and way of worship. So the prophet provides this
vision, a vision of hope and revitalization. He wants to let them know that he understands they might
feel that their life has been sucked dry from them. They no longer have any sense of purpose or even
of individual or communal identity. They lack spirit and hope. They may as well just be a pile of
bones in the desert with no vision of ever coming together as a people again.
God tells the prophet to speak to his people and tell them first to ‘Listen to the Word of God’
and second that ‘Ruach, breath, the Spirit will enter you and you shall live.’ Then the individual
identity of each set of bones is properly restored to itself, with flesh, tendons and breath of the Spirit.
Through this vision that God gives Ezekiel, he illustrates to the people that it is the Word and the
Spirit that bring life to a life that feels like death - that just seems dead.
We can believe that God could literally restore a valley of bones and we can know that
through that powerful image, through the power of envisioning, God’s people are given hope and
vitality. God recreates the individual by the proper alignment of everything that makes us whole:
Body- bone, flesh, tendon; Mind - the ability to hear and discern the Word; and Spirit.
American Express has an ad jingle for their credit card “Don’t live life without it.” Ezekiel
and John’s by-line might be: “Word and Spirit, You can’t live life without it.” John begins his gospel In the beginning was the Word and the Word was God and the word was with God. For John, Jesus
Christ is the Word and by the power of the spirit is the source of life. Who is the Spirit then? Travis
suggests, “for Paul the reception of God’s grace is identical to the reception of God’s Holy Spirit”.
Hebrews 8:11 “He who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through
his Spirit that dwells in you.” The Spirit is the source of life in living and life in death, the source of
revitalization and renewal of our life on this earth and the promise through Christ of life eternal.

Often in biblical interpretation, though the Spirit is cast up against the flesh - worldly things.
In the first verse of our reading today from the letter to the Romans, Paul says: “To set the
mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace.
A couple of weeks ago as we looked for words that stood out for us in the reading,
someone asked what does the word ‘flesh’ mean?
Theologian, Douglass Travis, suggests “Flesh is not simply material existence. Paul did not
believe, nor does the Christian faith declare, that the material world is evil and the spiritual
world is good. God created all that is, the material as well as the spiritual, and all that God
created is good in its essence.” “What Paul means by the flesh in this passage (Romans 8) is . .
. a life which is carnal and worldly, serving self-indulgence . . . putting oneself, rather than
God, in the center of the universe. .. what Paul means when he uses the word “flesh” is “ego…”
self-centered, self-focused (rather than God focused.)
In the Ezekiel reading, the word translated ‘flesh’ is a blessing. From a collection of
dry bones an individual human being is recreated, given flesh, given form, given identity, yet
without the breath of the Spirit does not live. Travis reminds us that for Paul, “Jesus died that
his followers might become who they truly are, who God created (and can recreate them) to
be.”
As we continue into Week 5 and 6 of Lent and Week 2 and 3 we can again look to the
silver lining of our home-bound isolation for the good of all in the COVID pandemic. Lent, for
us now, is a time of ‘fasting’ or restraint, of being without the gatherings and church fellowship
that help define who we are. It is also is a time for self discovery, re-building, re-orienting and
re-affirming the things that are truly important in our lives. Let us use this time to be raised up
to be nourished by the Word, and moved by the Spirit. Let us be thankful for the grace of God
that gave us Christ to die for us and to live within us, the core of everything we are.
Thanks be to God. Amen
Pastor Ela

The Apostles' Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of
heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried. He descended into Hell. On the third day
he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will
come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of Intercession ~ Celebrate insert
The Lord's Prayer (in unison)
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today
our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin
against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now
and forever. Amen.
Offertory
Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from your presence,
and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
and uphold me with your free Spirit.
Prayer
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through
the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy
you would strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and
fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen
Benediction
P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with
mercy and grace. The Lord look upon you with favor and + give
you peace.
C Amen.

Pastor: Reverend Ela J. Robertson Phone 740-338-7123
Church Office: 935-2032 Email us at stjohnco@embarqmail.com
Website: www.stjohnsbelleville.org
St. John's Christian Day Care: 935-2959
While our church building remains closed to meetings and worship the church office will be open
8:00am till 1:00pm on Monday, March 30 and again on Thursday, April 2. Phone and email messages
are also being checked throughout the week.
The April newsletter will be mailed/emailed to members by next Friday. The pastor is including
the latest update on when we may be able to open our doors again, along with other pertinent information.
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